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university distinction, to find himself barred at the outset of
his life by poverty. Our experience would lead us to believe
that a very moderate amount for the first- few terms would
clear away all difficulties, for our boys are taught the necessity
of self-help as a part of their school training, and we find they
practise it. Our struggle is hard to enable us to continue to
teach and to support fifty foundation scholars. That these
lads are well taught and cared for is proved by their earnest
work and their intellectual successes.
May we not ask the aid of those who sympathise with such

lads to enable us to raise a small fund to which we might go
in case of need, to help on a deserving student, and to give
him the opportunity of taking up well-won honours, and to
enable him to start on his university career, with all its
entold possibilities in the future? Any money subscribed
shall be most carefully expended, and shall be given only to
such of our foundation scholars who have proved their worth
and really need aid to secure them the advantages of university
training.
Within the past twelve months our students have just

scored their sixth university honour.
Gill, who so lately won a mathematical exhibition at

Magdalene College, Cambridge, has now gained a mathe-
matical scholarship at Jesus College, Oxford, and Wood has
gained a history exhibition of £3o at St. Catharine's,
Cambridge.
We appeal with confidence for aid, and any contributions

*3ent to me for this purpose I shall most gratefully acknow-
ledge.-I am, etc.,

C. HOLMAN, M.D., Treasurer.
26, Gloucester Place, W., May Ioth.

THE UNDERMANNING OF THE ARMY MEDICAL
DEPARTMENT.

SIR,-May I through the medium of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL mention a few facts about the Army Medical Staff
which I think may perhaps do good?
As to the present undermanning of the department, about

seventy vacancies have not been filled up, and the result is
that officers who have not yet been able to claim a pension
are terribly overworked. I hear from all parts of the world of
the strain thrown upon the Army Medical Staff officers on
account of the paucity of numbers.
Undermanning means overwork, sickness, inability to get

leave, and a rapid decline in health, with the consequent
invaliding from the service with a ruined constitution.

It is impossible, and has been for years, for any but a
favoured officer of the Army Medical Staff to get the leave
which probably to a great extent induced him to enter the
service.
In India and elsewhere regimental and other officers get

away for three or ten days once a month, and in the summer
for three months, to the hills; but the illpaid and seven-
days-worked medical officer scarcely ever can get away to
-recruit his health. I say seven-days-worked, because he has
to go to hospital at least twice a day, whereas regimental
officers have two days in the week with absolutely nothing to
do, unless they happen to be orderly boy.

I must mention slights: there are two kinds, social and
official. Ladies connected with the army and also civilians
have often told me the doctors in the army are not considered
officers at all; and as for the officials, medical officers are
pushed as far in the background as possible. The general
,officer commanding a district in the south of England asked
nearly every subaltern in the garrison to dine with him before
he invited his principal medical officer (a principal medical
officer is an officer on a general's staff); in other words he
insulted him by not asking him to an "At Home" until
twelve months after his arrival on the station. Again, Lord
Wolseley when inspecting the troops that returned in the
hospital ship from the Ashanti expedition, spoke to everyone,
and shook hands with most, but intentionally omitted to
notice, shake hands with, or commend Surgeon-General
Taylor and the officers of the Army Medical Staff. This was
more marked, as the senior regimental officer present was
only a captain, and if there was any expedition where medical
officers did good work worthy of all praise, it was the Ashanti
one. I could mention many other slights, but space will not
permit.

Before I close let me warn young surgeons that the life of
an army medical officer is one succession of worry, petty
annoyances, refusals of leave, sickness, expensive journeys,
and social and official snubs.-I am, etc.,
Blackheath, May ioth. THOMAS SMITH.

AFFERENT AND EFFERENT TRACTS OF THE
MEDULLA.

SIR,-I have read with interest in your issue of May 8th
the abstract of a paper by Dr. Risien Russell upon "The
Origin and Destination cf Certain Afferent and Efferent Tracts
in the Medulla Oblongata." In this research he has con-
firmed many of the observations upon the tracts of this
region which have been already made and described by Dr.
Ferrier and myself in the Philosophical Transations, B. 107,
I894, such, for example, as the presence of a tract in the
lateral column of the spinal cord, distinct from the pyramidal
system; the existence of a tract at the anterior periphery of
the cord, the fibres of which arise from cells in Deiter's
nucleus; tho absence of any direct tract of degeneration in
the spinal cord after section of the restiform body; the
degeneration of the opposite interolivary layer and mesial
fillet after unilateral destruction of the posterior column
nuclei; and the fact that the so-called " direct sensory cere-
bellar tract" of Edinger is an efferent cerebellar tract con-
necting the middle lobe of the cerebellum with Deiter's
nucleus.

Dr. Russell's communication is in the form of an abstract,
and he has not considered it necessary to refer to previous
workers in this field. I have therefore thought it advisable
to state these particulars in immediate relation with his
paper in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, as many of your
readers may not have an opportunity of seeing his further
publications on the subjeet.-I am, etc.,
Queen Anne Street, W., May l2th. W. ALDREN TURNER.

COACHING FOR THE BRUSSELS UNIVERSITY.
SIR,-The delay in replying to the letter of Count Goblet

d'Aviella was caused by his absence from this country. I
have now both written and seen him. He assures me that he
has never called my good faith in question. The facts are
these: On October 31St last at the University, Count Goblet
sitting as rector and M. Grau as administrateur, I submitted
to them a circular and a notice, the latter for the advertise-
ment columns of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. The circular
was an amplified form of the notice, or rather the notice was
an abbreviated form of the circular. In the circular, follow-
ing the words, "Authorised by the Conseil-G6n6ral," came
the words, "Des Hospices de Bruxelles." It was because
these last words did not appear in the notice that Count
Goblet's letter came to be written, lest your readers might
confuse the Conseil-G6nkral des Hospices with the Conseil
d'Administration de l'Universit6. I was naturally surprised
that the first I should hear of the matter should be my atten-
tion being called to the JOURNAL of April 3rd. I have now
added the words " des Hospices," thus satisfying the Rector's
present objection, and by that it may be continued.-I am,
etc.,
Brussels, April 27th. M.D.

PRELIMINARY SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION OF THE
LONDON UNIVERSITY.

SIR,-1 see in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOIURNAL of May ist,
page II21, that various changes are contemplated by the
Senate with regard to the examinations, etc., in Arts, Science,
and Medicine of the University. The Preliminary Scientific
Examination is generally acknowledged to be a severe test,
and the subjects require to be taught at special institutions,
much time being devoted necessarily to their mastery both
theoretically and practically. It has also to be passed by
students before they are allowed to count medical terms in
the University.
In the Faculty of Medicine only is there a special and extra

examination of this kind required to be passed before one is
able to proceed to the Intermediate. In all the other
Faculties candidates after matriculation proceed at once to
the Intermediate and Final, and without residence at any
recognised institution.


